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lllinois summers are hard to mistake. The weather turns hot and humid. The trees are fully
leaved and the corn fields turn a beautiful, deep green. The days are long and the nights
are loud with the sounds of nature. In a few weeks, we’ll notice the lowering of evening
temperatures and the shortening of daylight hours. The leaves will start to transition into
lovely Autumn colors and a chill will return to the air.

We all can identify the changing of the seasons. Other ways we distinguish seasons include
sports, television shows, and studying the stars as the position of Earth adjusts in relation
to the sun. Of course, agriculture is deeply impacted by seasons. Plowing, sowing, reaping
and time to allow the ground to lie fallow are all necessary and important farming seasons.

Solomon said, “To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven.” (Ecclesiastes 3:1) It seems that God has
provided times and seasons for us, so that we may more effectively navigate life on this earth.

But are we astute enough to recognize spiritual seasons? We may think of Resurrection season around Easter and, of course, Christmas is a
favorite season for many. In the Church, we enjoy Campmeeting season and General Assembly time is very important. But spiritual seasons
are not dictated by the calendar, and therefore are more difficult to ascertain.

Repentance can be a season. Revival is generally noted by increased fervency for a while. Many times, church growth comes in spurts.
Unfortunately, not all ministry seasons are positive. We’ve all experienced seasons of falling away, waning interest in the church and sea-
sons of conflict.

| believe that God wants us to recognize that there are specific times that He desires to do special and unique things among us. We must
learn to read the signs of the spiritual seasons. Temperature and humidity are not good indicators of a spiritual season. We can’t identity
on the calendar when a special spiritual season arrives.

So, what spiritual season are we in and what should be our response?

° This is a season of great spiritual need — so this is a season to seek the Lord! Many people are confused and conflicted.
Believers must pray fervently for a move of God across our land.

° This is a season of division — so this is a season for us to unify! Folks are divided by race, politics and economics. Christians
must become one in Christ and must lay aside anything that separates us.

° This is a season of Biblical illiteracy — so this is a season of the Word! Few people in our communities know and believe the
Bible. The Church must teach, preach and exemplify the Scriptures, now more than ever.

° This is a season of falling away from Church — so this is a season to commit! Unfortunately, many see no reason to be a part
of the church family. Even some Christians are abandoning the worship gatherings. You and | must lead the way in dedication to
the house of the Lord and to corporate worship. We must let it be known that the Church is more than a building, it is the body of
Christ coming together to minister the Gospel.

° This could be the season of the Rapture of the Church — so this is the season to be ready! Let’s do all in our power to make
sure that those we love are prepared to be with the Lord.

Don’t miss this season. This time is designed by God for the purpose of reaching the world for Him. It is filled with challenges and
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opportunities. Let’s make the most of it!

Let’s Recognize the Seasons!



From beginning to end, the 2021 ILCOG Camp Meeting was nothing short of spectacular. Our theme for this year’s gathering was “The
Church on Mission”. The entire week was a continual refreshing and reminder of our purpose as the Church. Each service was filled
with anointed worship that prepared our hearts for the Word. We were blessed with four powerful and inspirational messages. Dr. J.
David Stephens opened the week by reminding us that we are still the chosen body of Christ. On Thursday morning, Pastor Joe Dobbins
challenged us to dream bigger and trust God for more. Thursday night, our Administrative Bishop, Rick Whitter brought a word entitled
“Redeeming Crisis”, and encouraged us that though we have walked through a great crisis, we serve the God who can redeem the
crisis. Lastly, our Youth & Discipleship Director, Daniel Maples concluded the week of services with the reminder that “There Is Still
More”. Though we have faced great pressure, we are still standing and God has more for the lllinois Church of God. Friday morning we
had the opportunity to gather for our Minister’s Picnic. This was one of the highlights of Camp Meeting. Leaders from all across the
state of Illinois were able to sit around tables and have much needed fellowship that has been greatly missed. This was truly a Proverbs
27:17 moment. We are believing that the monumental week we experienced at Camp Meeting this year is only the launching point of
what is to come in our state. We pray that the same passion, expectation and anointing we experienced during such a memorable
week will be manifested in your local congregations. We are praying for you as you continue to serve faithfully, and strive to be

The Church On Mission!
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Alton, Beltline Christian Center- R. Todd Shaw $
Alvin- Dan R. Hunt

Anna- Philip Rexing

Benton, New Life- R. J. Joplin

Bethalto— Jacob Skelton

Bloomington, New Beginnings- Aaron L. Stine
Bourbonnais, Worship Center- Rick D. Sexton
Brookport- Charles D. Tate

Cahokia- Larry Ridenour
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Carmi, New Beginnings- Kenny Rager
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DeKalb, Cathedral of Praise- Brandon Nelson
East Alton, Flowing River- R. Todd Shaw, Interim
Eldorado- Brian Barrett

Equality- Peggy J. Winters
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Galesburg, Oasis- Sherman Jones, Jr.
Geneseo, Ebenezer- Jerry W. Bosworth
Granite City, Michael Mayberry

Harrisburg, Land Street- Paul J. Taylor
Herrin, Park Avenue- Daniel Maples
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Kincaid- Vance Massengill

LaSalle, Living Word- Cres Rios
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Taylorville, Faith Community Worship Center- Jerry L. Thorpe 3,952.42

Thompsonville- Brian Mixon
Washington-Restoration Chapel- Matt Smith
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Ghe pecce of Gad

which transcends all understanding,
will guard your hearts & minds

REACHING

)

Ihank you for your
faithful financial support
as we fulfill. the Great Commission in lllinois.




